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use of his name and fame while engaged in their double task
of ruling France and maintaining their absolute supremacy,
but when he went further, and thought he could do without
them and establish a government after his own fashion, they
easily overthrew him. It cannot be too strongly insisted upon
that the Great Committee, and not Robespierre, ruled France
from September, 1793, to July, 1794, and that in the committee
itself Robespierre had no more power than Prieur of the
Marne or Robert Lindet, and that he never commanded a
majority To the outer world and to posterity he has seemed
the ruling power of the Great Committee, but in fact he
earned neither all the praise nor all the blame which has been
cast upon it and upon him. What, then, were the views and
political ideas which he hoped to develop by means of his
position on the Great Committee ? His attitude had altered
greatly since the days when the Convention first met, in
which he had hoped that the overthrow of the king would
leave the way clear for the establishment of a republic framed
from the ideal of Rousseau. The struggle with the Girondins
had shown him that men existed with different ideas to his,
who would not be persuaded or coerced into believing in
Rousseau. Further, his contest with the Girondins, and still
more his experience in practical government as time went on,
showed him that Rousseau's dreams were not all suitable to be
put into practice, and in proportion as his confidence in the
practicability of Rousseau's political ideas diminished, his
personal ambition to retain power increased. There is a wide
gap between the young avocat of twenty-four, who resigned a
judgeship sooner than condemn a fellow-creature to death,
and the statesman of thirty-five, who did his best to establish
the system of the Terror. This is not the place to examine
Robespierre's constructive schemes and the influence which
his study of Rousseau had upon them; it is enough here to
state that he spent the first months of his membership of the
Great Committee in endeavouring to establish, first, the omni-
potence of the committee over France, and next that of himself
over the committee. In the firyt effort his colleagues were with